Root of P. zeylanica was collected in fresh condition in December 2004 from a garden owned by the Bangladesh Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (BCSIR) Laboratories, Chittagong, Bangladesh, where a voucher specimen was maintained. The root was cleaned, cut into small pieces (1-2 cm), dried in oven at reduced temperature (45-50°C) and ground to fine powder. The dried powder (250 g) was kept steeped twice overnight in 95% ethanol. They were combined, filtered and centrifuged at 5,000 rpm for 20 min. The extract was then concentrated to a gummy material under reduced pressure at 50°C by using a rotary vacuum evaporator.
In vitro antibacterial and antifungal activities of the crude extract of the plant were determined by disc diffusion method 10 and poisoned food technique 11 respectively. Mueller-Hinton medium (agar and broth) was used for culture of bacteria and Sabouraud medium (agar and broth) was used for culture of fungi. Ethanolic solution (5%) of the crude extract was used as the test antimicrobial agent against 11 human pathogenic bacteria and 6 phytopathogenic fungi. The results were compared with the standard antibacterial antibiotic ampicillin (20 μg/disc, Beximco Pharma Bangladesh Ltd., Dhaka) and antifungal antibiotic nystatin (100 μg/ml medium, Beximco Pharma Bangladesh Ltd., Dhaka). Minimum inhibitory concentration (MIC) of the crude extract was determined by macro-dilution broth technique 12 .
Antimicrobial activity of the crude extract from P. zeylanica against the pathogenic bacteria is summarized in Table 1 . Using the disc diffusion method, the extract exhibited zone of inhibitions ranged from 8 to18 mm in diameter with 250 μg/disc and 16-30 mm in diameter with 500 μg/disc concentration against the test bacteria. The highest zone of inhibition (30 mm) was recorded Antifungal activity of the crude extract against 6 phytopathogenic fungi was studied and the results were compared to that of standard antifungal antibiotic nystatin. The results of the inhibition of fungal radial mycelial growth and MIC values are summarized in Table 2 . It appeared that the crude extract of P. zeylanica inhibited radial mycelial growth of all the test fungi at a concentration of 100 μg/ml medium to varying degrees that ranged from about 25% in case of Macrophomina phaseolina and 76% in case of Curvularia lunata. The MIC values of the crude extract ranged between 150 μg/ml against Curvularia lunata and 500 mg/ml against Macrophomina phaseolina. This indicates that root extract of P. zeylanica could be used as an eco-friendly antifungal agent in the control of fungal diseases. The extract could also be used by farmers for the control of seed-borne fungal pathogens. Antifungal activities of other plants have also been
reported by other investigators [15] [16] . 
